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Welcome to our March newsletter!

Hello and welcome to this month's edition of the Devon Climate Emergency newsletter. With
spring in the air we are looking forward to sharing exciting news about what Devon has been
up to during the past month, as well as telling you how to take part in our upcoming public
consultation!

But first, some positive climate news...

The latest IPCC report, published on February 28th, stressed that 'human-induced climate
change is causing dangerous and widespread disruption in nature and affecting the lives of
billions of people around the world, despite efforts to reduce the risks'. Whilst it's important to
recognise the urgency of the climate emergency, it's also important to remain hopeful, and
remember that there are many actions already taking place across Devon that are
successfully reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and implementing the Interim Devon Carbon
Plan. Here are our picks for the month:

East Devon District Council to retrofit social housing

In a bid to tackle fuel poverty, East Devon District Council has
committed to retrofitting fifty affordable homes to help tenants
reduce their energy bills. The homes will be retrofitted with
'Fabric First' upgrades, including cavity wall insulation, draught
proofing and replacing windows. Work on the properties is due
to begin in spring this year, and will be of great benefit to
tenants in light of rising fuel bills. Vulnerable residents typically
pay above average heating bills due to poorly insulated
homes. Projects such as this help to support Devon's
vulnerable communities, whilst reducing greenhouse gas
emissions.

Six project receive funding from Devon County Council's
Natural Capital Challenge Fund

Devon County Council's Natural Capital Challenge
Fund has awarded funding to six fantastic
environmental projects in Devon. The projects largely
focus on providing training opportunities in sustainable
sectors, as part of a Green Recovery from the
COVID19 pandemic. Many of the projects focus on
storing more carbon in soil and habitats, fulfilling
actions and goals set out in the Interim Devon Carbon Plan. 

 

South Hams District Council launch Climate Engagement
Fund

South Hams District Council has launched a fund
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South Hams District Council has launched a fund
dedicated to increasing engagement with the climate
emergency in the district. This fund will award money to
projects which support community engagement and
behaviour change, emphasising the need to
communicate the climate emergency to groups that
have so far been unengaged. Find out if you are

eligible to apply.

Energy from homeowner’s solar project ‘equivalent to a
small solar farm’

Devon Solar Together was set up to reduce the cost of solar
panels for individual households by making it possible to
purchase in-bulk.

Overall the scheme has helped to install 700 solar panels
across Devon: In a year it will reduce carbon emissions
equivalent to taking 135 cars off the road.

Close to a fifth of Devon's carbon emissions are produced by
our homes. Transitioning away from fossil fuels for home energy
will be key to securing net-zero by 2050.

South Hams District Council launches Climate Emergency
Planning Consultation

South Hams District Council has launched an
exciting consultation on Climate Emergency
Planning.

Under new planning policy and guidance, developers
planning to build new homes or any development in
Plymouth, the South Hams and West Devon will
have to incorporate measures that will help owners
tackle climate change as soon as they move in. 

This is an exciting step-change for planning policy in
Devon, bringing housing development in-line with
demands of the climate emergency.

South Hams District Council reports that: "climate-friendly features, for example solar panels,
ground or air source heat pumps and electric vehicle charging facilities, will be fitted as
standard on all new homes and commercial buildings under proposals being put forward in
the draft Plymouth and South West Devon Climate Emergency Planning Policy and
Guidance."

This is a fantastic and timely commitment to decarbonising Devon's built environment, and
fulfils many of the Goals and Actions outlined in the Interim Devon Carbon Plan. Taking part
in this consultation is your opportunity to show Local Government that you care about
creating low-carbon communities. Click here to find out more and take part. 

Celebrating Food Waste Action Week!

This week we are celebrating Food Waste Action Week!
Many of us are aware that food waste feeds Climate Change,
but did you know that, including emissions from food
imported from overseas, 35% of the UK's greenhouse gas
emmissions comes from our food and drink? 

Reducing emissions from food waste is essential to tackling
the climate emergency. To stay within 1.5 degrees of
global warming, we need to reduce emissions from food
waste by 50% before 2030. Food Waste Action Week is a
great opportunity to learn about how you can cut down on

food waste at home, as well as raise awareness for others. You can find more information on
the WRAP website.
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Have your say this spring!

This month we are running a public consultation on the actions developed following the
Devon Climate Assembly, which took place in summer last year. This consultation will run
between the 17th of March and the 14th of April, and is your last chance to comment on
Devon's top climate issues before we release the final Devon Carbon Plan.

Assembly members were asked to consider
the role of onshore wind, building retrofit
and transport in Devon. They came up with
fourteen resolutions attended by conditions.

The Devon Climate Emergency partnership
has since worked hard to transform these
resolutions into actions, updates, and areas
of exploration to include in the Devon Carbon
Plan.

Now we're asking: Have we responded
fairly and correctly to the Devon Climate
Assembly?

This consultation will help to make sure that the actions are fair, democratic and help us
achieve net-zero.  If you wish to participate, you can either read the documents and complete
the questionnaire online, or head to your local public library.

To keep up to date with the latest news on the consultation, take a look at our website, and
follow @devonclimateemergency on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn.

Want to find out more first?

On March 22nd we are hosting an online
webinar between 6 and 7pm to explain the
background to the consultation, as well as
inform the public on how to get involved.

You can sign up to the webinar here. For those
who cannot attend, a recording of the event will
be made available afterwards and posted on
the Devon Climate Emergency YouTube
channel.

Developing Devon's Net Zero Visions: Second workshop a
success for community groups

On February 21st the second Net Zero Visions workshop took place. During this workshop,
each community group had the opportunity to develop their local Vision. Members of the
Expert Panel joined each group to help facilitate the discussion and inform the development
process. The event ran successfully, with organisers impressed at the originality and
dynamism of each group's suggestions. 

What's next for the Net Zero Visions project?

Communities will continue working on their Net Zero Vision until the end of March. Then, the
commissioned artists will begin transforming their Visions into individual works of art, which
will later be put on public display.

If you've got a 'Vision' for net zero where you live, please don't hesitate to get in touch! If you
have created a piece of art, shot a video, or even recorded a podcast exploring net
zero in your area, you can submit it to be shown on our website. Send an email to the
project organisers for the chance to see your Vision featured in our online gallery.

You can find the latest updates and information about the Net-Zero Visions project on the
Devon Climate Emergency website, as well as our social media channels.
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Dates for the Diary

Exeter City Futures Connect: Net Zero Businesses and
Organisations, Wednesday 9th March, 5:30-7pm

Join Exeter City Futures for their first Connect event of 2022!
This event is supported by Mick Green, representing the
Federation of Small Business (FSB) in Exeter, who will open
the presentations with a talk on his involvement with net zero
and the FSB sustainability hub. Exeter City Futures is hosting
this event to bring together people who are on a journey to
reduce carbon emissions in their business, community-based
organisation, or other workplace.

Wilder Littleham and Landcross: Community Climate
Action Event, Saturday 26th March

Recently awarded National Lottery funding, Wilder Littleham
and Landcross invites you to celebrate the arrival of spring
and hear about activities and plans to help wildlife and
biodiversity within the Parish, as well as action relating to the
climate emergency.

Free to take away: wildflower seeds, bird and bat boxes, plus
homes for bees! 

Devon LNP Webinar: "Nature's Role in Tackling the
Climate Crisis", 29th March, 9:30-11:30

Join the Devon Local Nature Partnership, as well as a range
of fantastic speakers, to learn more about nature's role in
tackling the climate crisis, and how the changing climate is
impacting Devon's environments. Click here to sign up & see
the full itinerary.
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Welcome to our March newsletter! 

Hello and welcome to this month's edition of the Devon Climate Emergency newsletter. With spring in the air we are looking forward to 
sharing exciting news about what Devon has been up to during the past month, as well as telling you how to take part in our upcoming 
public consultation! 

________________________________________________________________________ 

But first, some positive climate news... 

The latest IPCC report, published on February 28th, stressed that 'human-induced climate change is causing dangerous and widespread 
disruption in nature and affecting the lives of billions of people around the world, despite efforts to reduce the risks'. Whilst it's 
important to recognise the urgency of the climate emergency, it's also important to remain hopeful, and remember that there are many 
actions already taking place across Devon that are successfully reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and implementing the Interim Devon 
Carbon Plan. [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2572 ] Here are our picks for the month: 

East Devon District Council to retrofit social housing 

british street   

In a bid to tackle fuel poverty, East Devon District Council has committed to retrofitting fifty affordable homes to help tenants reduce 
their energy bills. [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/east-devon-district-council-to-retrofit-social-housing/ ] 
The homes will be retrofitted with 'Fabric First' upgrades, including cavity wall insulation, draught proofing and replacing windows. 
Work on the properties is due to begin in spring this year, and will be of great benefit to tenants in light of rising fuel bills. 
Vulnerable residents typically pay above average heating bills due to poorly insulated homes. Projects such as this help to support 
Devon's vulnerable communities, whilst reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

  

Six project receive funding from Devon County Council's Natural Capital Challenge Fund 

wetlands  

Devon County Council's Natural Capital Challenge Fund has awarded funding to six fantastic environmental projects in Devon.  [ 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/six-projects-receive-funding-from-devon-county-councils-natural-capital-
challenge-fund/ ]The projects largely focus on providing training opportunities in sustainable sectors, as part of a Green Recovery from 
the COVID19 pandemic. Many of the projects focus on storing more carbon in soil and habitats, fulfilling actions and goals set out in 
the Interim Devon Carbon Plan. [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2572 ]  

  

  

South Hams District Council launch Climate Engagement Fund 

community event  

South Hams District Council has launched a fund dedicated to increasing engagement with the climate emergency in the district. [ 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/south-hams-district-council-launches-climate-engagement-fund/ ] This fund will 
award money to projects which support community engagement and behaviour change, emphasising the need to communicate the climate 
emergency to groups that have so far been unengaged. Find out if you are eligible to apply. [ 
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/south-hams-district-council-launches-climate-engagement-fund/ ] 

  

Energy from homeowner’s solar project ‘equivalent to a small solar farm’ 

solar panel  

Devon Solar Together was set up to reduce the cost of solar panels for individual households by making it possible to purchase in-bulk. 

Overall the scheme has helped to install 700 solar panels across Devon:  [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/taking-action/700-
solar-panels-installed-across-devon/ ]In a year it will reduce carbon emissions equivalent to taking 135 cars off the road. 

Close to a fifth of Devon's carbon emissions are produced by our homes. Transitioning away from fossil fuels for home energy will be key 
to securing net-zero by 2050. 

  

South Hams District Council launches Climate Emergency Planning Consultation 

solar panels on a graphic house  

South Hams District Council has launched an exciting consultation on Climate Emergency Planning. 

Under new planning policy and guidance, developers planning to build new homes or any development in Plymouth, the South Hams and West 
Devon will have to incorporate measures that will help owners tackle climate change as soon as they move in.  

This is an exciting step-change for planning policy in Devon, bringing housing development in-line with demands of the climate 
emergency.

South Hams District Council reports that: "climate-friendly features, for example solar panels, ground or air source heat pumps and 
electric vehicle charging facilities, will be fitted as standard on all new homes and commercial buildings under proposals being put 
forward in the draft Plymouth and South West Devon Climate Emergency Planning Policy and Guidance." 

This is a fantastic and timely commitment to decarbonising Devon's built environment, and fulfils many of the Goals and Actions outlined 
in the Interim Devon Carbon Plan. [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2572 ] Taking part in this 
consultation is your opportunity to show Local Government that you care about creating low-carbon communities. Click here to find out 
more and take part. [ 
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/planningpolicyandguidance/climateemergencyplanningpolicyandguidance ]  



  

Celebrating Food Waste Action Week! 

food waste feeds climate change  

This week we are celebrating Food Waste Action Week! Many of us are aware that food waste feeds Climate Change, but did you know that, 
including emissions from food imported from overseas, 35% of the UK's greenhouse gas emmissions comes from our food and drink?  [ 
https://wrap.org.uk/resources/report/uk-food-system-ghg-emissions ] 

Reducing emissions from food waste is essential to tackling the climate emergency. *To stay within 1.5 degrees of global warming, we 
need to reduce emissions from food waste by 50% before 2030.* Food Waste Action Week is a great opportunity to learn about how you can 
cut down on food waste at home, as well as raise awareness for others. You can find more information on the WRAP website. [ 
https://wrap.org.uk/taking-action/citizen-behaviour-change/love-food-hate-waste ] 

  
________________________________________________________________________ 

dce updates header   
Have your say this spring! [ https://infogram.com/short-version-dce-consultation-infographic-1h7g6k0kl1jjo2o?live ] 

This month we are running a public consultation [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/public-consultation/ ] on the actions 
developed following the Devon Climate Assembly, [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/citizens-assembly/ ] which took place in 
summer last year. This consultation will run between the 17th of March and the 14th of April, and is *your **last chance* to comment on 
*Devon's **top climate issues* before we release the *f**inal Devon Carbon Plan.* 

have your say this spring [ https://infogram.com/short-version-dce-consultation-infographic-1h7g6k0kl1jjo2o?live ]  

Assembly members were asked to consider the role of *onshore wind, building retrofit and transport *in Devon. They came up with fourteen 
resolutions attended by conditions. 

The Devon Climate Emergency partnership has since worked hard to transform these resolutions into actions, updates, and areas of 
exploration to include in the Devon Carbon Plan. 

Now we're asking: *Have we responded fairly and correctly to the Devon Climate Assembly?* 

  

This consultation will help to make sure that the actions are fair, democratic and help us achieve net-zero.  If you wish to 
participate, you can either read the documents and complete the questionnaire online, or head to your local public library. 

To keep up to date with the latest news on the consultation, take a look at our website [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/ ], 
and follow @devonclimateemergency [ https://www.instagram.com/devonclimateemergency ] on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn. 

Want to find out more first? 

Take part in public consultation  

On March 22nd we are hosting an online webinar between 6 and 7pm to explain the background to the consultation, as well as inform the 
public on how to get involved. 

You can sign up to the webinar here. [ https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/public-consultation-webinar-our-response-to-the-devon-climate-
assembly-tickets-269659267127 ] For those who cannot attend, a recording of the event will be made available afterwards and posted on 
the Devon Climate Emergency YouTube channel. 

  
________________________________________________________________________ 

net zero visions news header 
Developing Devon's Net Zero Visions: Second workshop a success for community groups 

On February 21st the second Net Zero Visions workshop took place. During this workshop, each community group had the opportunity to 
develop their local Vision. Members of the Expert Panel joined each group to help facilitate the discussion and inform the development 
process. The event ran successfully, with organisers impressed at the originality and dynamism of each group's suggestions.  

What's next for the Net Zero Visions project? 

Communities will continue working on their Net Zero Vision until the end of March. Then, the commissioned artists will begin 
transforming their Visions into individual works of art, which will later be put on public display. 

If you've got a 'Vision' for net zero where you live, please don't hesitate to get in touch!* If you have created a piece of art, shot a 
video, or even recorded a podcast exploring net zero in your area, you can submit it to be shown on our website.* Send an email to the 
project organisers [ https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/net-zero-visions/ ] for the chance to see your Vision featured in our 
online gallery. 

You can find the latest updates and information about the Net-Zero Visions project on the Devon Climate Emergency website, [ 
https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devonclimateemergency.org.uk.mcas.ms%2Fnet-
zero-
visions%2F%3Fpreview_id%3D5968%26preview_nonce%3D3f5aa4a62b%26preview%3Dtrue%26McasTsid%3D15600&McasCSRF=b40d4871c51dbd614c7c2eb9ce54ade25
 ] as well as our social media channels. 
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Dates for the Diary 

net zero businesses   

*Exeter City Futures Connect: Net Zero Businesses and Organisations, Wednesday 9th March, 5:30-7pm* 

Join Exeter City Futures for their first Connect event of 2022! [ https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/exeter-city-futures-connect-net-zero-
businesses-and-organisations-registration-269701563637 ] This event is supported by Mick Green, representing the Federation of Small 
Business (FSB) in Exeter, who will open the presentations with a talk on his involvement with net zero and the FSB sustainability hub. 
Exeter City Futures is hosting this event to bring together people who are on a journey to reduce carbon emissions in their business, 
community-based organisation, or other workplace. 

  

Wilder littleham and landcross promotional poster   

*Wilder Littleham and Landcross: Community Climate Action Event, Saturday 26th March* 

Recently awarded National Lottery funding, Wilder Littleham and Landcross invites you to celebrate the arrival of spring and hear about 



activities and plans to help wildlife and biodiversity within the Parish, as well as action relating to the climate emergency. 

Free to take away: wildflower seeds, bird and bat boxes, plus homes for bees!  

  

devon coast   

*Devon LNP Webinar: "Nature's Role in Tackling the Climate Crisis", 29th March, 9:30-11:30* 

Join the Devon Local Nature Partnership [ https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/natures-role-in-tackling-the-climate-crisis-devon-lnp-webinar-
tickets-262425300137 ], as well as a range of fantastic speakers, to learn more about nature's role in tackling the climate crisis, and 
how the changing climate is impacting Devon's environments. Click here to sign up & see the full itinerary. [ 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/natures-role-in-tackling-the-climate-crisis-devon-lnp-webinar-tickets-262425300137 ] 

  
have you got an event?________________________________________________________________________ 
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